
         COMBINE

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING WITH A

NATIONALLY-RANKED LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION.

T H E  S C H O O L  O F 

MUSIC



Greetings from the Illinois Wesleyan School of Music!

Whether your dream is to thrill an audience by breathing life into a 

musical composition or to inspire a passion for music in a classroom 

of your own, Illinois Wesleyan University is an institution of note.

Our music curriculum is diverse, balanced, rigorous, and 

comprehensive. Each year, our students graduate prepared, 

confident, and at the top of their form. As a student at IWU, you, too, 

will have the opportunity to work closely with esteemed faculty — 

renowned artists in their own rights and scholars, all of whom are 

committed to preparing you in a supportive, student-centered 

environment for your future career and/or for graduate studies.

Because of IWU’s distinctive blend — a professional school of 

music AND a liberal arts curriculum — not only will you graduate 

with first-rate musical training, you will also launch with a broader 

understanding of the world and how to navigate it. Our students 

often double major — in music and another discipline. It’s so possible 

at IWU! Even non-music majors find a place to practice their love of 

music at Illinois Wesleyan!

We’re proud of our alumni. Successful artists and inspired 

educators from across the globe and down the street, they remain 

our most passionate advocates. Year after year, our Music Education 

graduates have seen 100% job placement. We’re proud of that.

As Director of the School of Music at Illinois Wesleyan, my 

promise to you is simple: To the extent you’re willing to put in the 

work, as a student in IWU’s School of Music, your skills, technique, 

understanding and expression will grow beyond what you 

thought possible. I look forward to your audition! 

Franklin Larey

Director and Professor, School of Music



         COMBINE

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING WITH A

NATIONALLY-RANKED LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION.

“ IWU allowed me to pursue a Bachelor 

of Arts in Music degree while studying 

biology and a foreign language 

simultaneously. After graduation, I 

worked in higher education as a music 

program director and as an Associate 

Dean of Admissions. I continued my 

studies and love of science into intensive 

care nursing. I use the skills I learned in 

my music major every day in the hospital 

for my patients.”

  — Michael Zaremba Jr, RN, MBA, ’09

“IWU provided me with a nurturing 
yet challenging environment in which 
I could grow, learn, and explore. The 
skills I learned from the wonderful 
faculty provided an excellent 
foundation for my continued musical 
training and professional work. My 
liberal arts education allowed me to 
become a well-rounded individual as 
well as a focused musician and this 
balance has been indispensable.”

  — Nola Richardson, BM, MM, DMA, soprano, ’08

Nola won First Prize in all three major American 

competitions focused on the music of J.S. Bach 

(Bethlehem Bach, 2016; Audrey Rooney Bach, 2018; 

Grand Rapids Symphony Linn Maxwell Keller Award, 

2019). These honors have catapulted her to the 

forefront of Baroque ensembles and orchestras 

around the country. After graduating from IWU, 

she went on to get a dual MM in Performance and 

in Early Music from Peabody and her DMA in Early 

Music from Yale. She is the first female to graduate 

with this prestigious degree from Yale.  



Below: Star Commanday working with 
Dr. Radoslavov in preparation for the 
annual Concerto-Aria Competition.

THE SCHOOL OF
LEARN  from our distinguished faculty.  Student-faculty relation ships 

are essential to any musician’s education and training. Our 11-1 student-to-

teacher ratio ensures that every student will enjoy personal attention in class 

settings and a close mentoring relationship with a dedicated professor.

www.iwu.edu/music/faculty



Above: IWU Collegiate Choir, directed by J. Scott Ferguson, invited 
to sing at the International Choral Festival Universitas Cantat in 
Poznań, Poland.

EDUCATE  and inspire through your love  

of music.  Music Education is an integral 

part of IWU’s School of Music curriculum. 

It teaches future music educators how to 

effectively engage and challenge K-12 music 

students in a variety of class settings. Our 

program, with consistent 100% employment 

of our BME graduates, has laid the 

foundation for many successful careers and 

influential leaders shaping the future of music education.

www.iwu.edu/music/academics/music-education.html

THE  CENTERPIECE  of IWU’s New Music Series  is the Symposium of 

Contemporary Music, the longest-running event of its kind at any U.S. college 

or university. Recent guests of the Symposium include University of Virginia 

composer Judith Shatin, composer/vocalist Eve Beglarian, and Chicago’s Fifth 

House Ensemble.
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PERFORM  on campus, in the 

community,  and on national and international 

tours in our more than 100 concerts and 

recitals that we present each year.

Because our ensembles are comprised of only 

undergraduates, students are able to acquire 

performance experiences in ways seldom 

available at schools of comparable size.

www.iwu.edu/music/ensembles/

DESIGN  your own unique path.  From 

student-led groups, to internships and study 

abroad opportunities, you’re free to choose  

the possibilities.
www.iwu.edu/study-abroad/

Above: Elisabeth Williams ’20 
and Filip Duda ’19 in IWU Opera 
Theatre’s production of Trial by 
Jury by Gilbert and Sullivan.

THE  OPERA PROGRAM  at 

the School of Music  presents bi-annual 

performances of operatic excerpts and full-scale 

productions. Recent productions have included 

The Coronation of Poppea (Monteverdi), The 

Marriage of Figaro (Mozart), The Medium and 

Amahl and the Night Visitors (Menotti), Trial by Jury 

(Gilbert and Sullivan), and Cendrillon (Massenet).



DEGREE PROGRAMS
Bachelor of Music in Performance

Bachelor of Music Education

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Four-year double major option 

Five-year dual – degree option

AUDITION  on campus or upload a video to your application. To 

request an on campus audition or to review the audition requirements, visit:

www.iwu.edu/music/audition

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS  Up to $40,000

Renewable music scholarships are awarded based on audition and scholastic 

background. (Institutional need-based aid is also available.) For more 

information on scholarships (for music majors and non-music majors) and 

financial aid, visit:

www.iwu.edu/music/admissions/

Minor in Arts Management

Minor in Jazz Studies

Minor in Music

APPLY ONLINE NOW www.iwu.edu/apply

“ At Illinois Wesleyan, I had the opportunity to participate  in 
numerous high-quality ensembles led by world-class faculty. 
From several tours with the wind and jazz ensembles, I was able 
to experience music in other parts of the country and world, which 
helped me to gain solid real-world performance experience.”

  — Amy McCabe ’01, trumpet, Military Musician, Washington, DC



The percentage of 
Steinway pianos  
on campus

To schedule a campus visit or for additional information, contact:

The Admissions Office 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
P.O. Box 2900  
Bloomington, IL 61702-2900 
309-556-3031 or 1-800-332-2498

Laura Dolan 
Music Admissions Coordinator 
309-556-3063 
ldolan@iwu.edu

www.iwu.edu/music 08/21

100

“There is something magical about making 

music in a large ensemble that brings about a 

powerful experience. The best part of it is that 

we get to do it together.  I can’t wait to go on this 

musical journey with all of our future students 

who will join this group of amazing, talented 

and passionate musicians.”

 — (Left) Sey Ahn, Director of Ensembles

Illinois Wesleyan University | PO Box 2900 | Bloomington, IL 61702-2900
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