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Accountants play a pivotal role in making key 
decisions for private companies, public accounting firms, govern-
ment agencies and not-for-profit agencies. The accounting 
program at Illinois Wesleyan University provides depth of knowl-
edge in accounting that complements the general skills developed 
by the University-wide liberal arts curriculum. This means that 
problem-solving, writing, discussion and group presentations 
play an important part in your major courses; you will come to 
understand and be able to apply, not just memorize, the principles 
and ideas you need to know. 

Why Accounting at Illinois Wesleyan?
• You can obtain the 150 semester hours required to sit for the CPA 

exam in just four years. At most universities, it takes students 
five years to complete 150 semester hours. Thus, choosing IWU for 
accounting saves you an entire year of tuition.

• You can apply for our winter internship program, which would 
allow you to complete a full-time 10-week internship during the spring 
semester of your junior year. Participating students remain on track 
to graduate in four years and have often secured a job by the end of this 
program.

• You will benefit from outstanding job placement and the highest 
starting salary among IWU business majors

Learning from a Quality Faculty
Our faculty provide you with excellent, individualized instruction. Faculty 
members also pursue research and professional activities, adding an 
important dimension to their in-class teaching. Some of our accounting 
faculty and their interests include:
• Michael McLaughlin, Assistant Professor of Accounting 

PhD — Washington University in St. Louis
Specializes in tax and financial statement fraud. Creator of the top 
YouTube channel for accounting and finance (Edspira) and a podcast 
about financial statement fraud (Scheme).

• Leigh Moon, Assistant Professor of Accounting
Specializes in auditing and accounting information systems. Formerly a 
director of internal auditing for a large university.

A Sampling of Courses 
Offered in Chemistry:
Financial Accounting
Managerial Accounting
Accounting & Auditing
Accounting Information Systems
Tax Accounting
Advanced Tax
Advanced Accounting

Recent May Term Courses 
Related to Chemistry:
Accounting and Financial 
Frauds
The Asian Economic Miracle 
is More Than China (travel to 
Bangkok, Singapore, Beijing, 
Hong Kong, Malaysia, Vietnam)
The European Union: Does it 
have a Future (travel to Brussels, 
London, Paris, Berlin, Athens and 
Istanbul)
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• David Willis, Associate Professor of Accounting 
Ph.D. — Ohio State University 
Ph.D. — University of Cincinnati
Specializes in financial accounting and auditing.

• Jerry Olson, Professor of Accounting 
M.S. in accounting — Illinois State University 
M.S. in business education — Illinois State University
Coordinates the winter internship program and advises the Student 
Accounting Society.

Putting Learning into Practice
• The IWU Accounting Society is an active group with more than twenty 

members that connects students with accounting firms and does field 
trips.

• May Term, summer or semester-long internships provide students with 
an opportunity to gain practical experience in the workplace.

• Students with an international interest may pursue May Term study in 
Asia or Eastern and Western Europe.

• Many IWU accounting majors have accepted job offers prior to the 
beginning of their senior year. Recent accounting majors have accepted 
jobs at EY, KPMG, PWC, Deloitte, RSM, State Farm, Caterpillar, BDO 
USA, LLP, and CliftonLarsonAllen among others.

For Further Information,  
Write or Call:

Dr. Michael McLaughlin
Assistant Professor of Accounting
Illinois Wesleyan University
Bloomington, IL 61702-2900
309/556-3191
mmclaugh@iwu.edu

iwu.edu/accounting

“IWU Accounting program has prepared me 
not only to succeed in the program but also 
to find my passion in the business world. The 
program definitely fulfilled my academic 
curiosity and challenged me to grow, learn, 
and succeed. Professors really care about 
their students and strong academic program 
that builds up to make competent accounting 
professionals..”

Min Hyuk (Daniel) Kim ’22
IWU Major: Accounting


